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Foreward

The Local Government Officials Training Program (LGOTP) is a joint initiative of
The Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications and the Council of Local
Authorities for International Relations. We provide both financial and practical
assistance to invite local government officials from around the world to study in

Japan

The LGOTP was established in 1996 and entered its 19th year in 2014. A total of
1,057 participants from 37 countries and regions have participated on the program
since its inception, and in 2014 we welcomed 34 participants from 11 nations who

studied a wide range of topics.

One of the main goals of this program is to assist each trainee improve their skill
set through absorbing the know-—how to be found in Japanese local governments. We
hope that each trainee returns to their home local government to apply this
knowledge for the improvement of their local community. Of course, the bonds of
friendship and cooperation formed between Japanese local governments and their

overseas counterparts are another enduring benefit of the program.

The 2014 training report reflects the hard work of the LGOTP trainees, and has been
compiled with the cooperation of all involved in the program. Rather than a
complete overview of every trainee’s work, we have selected a total of 8 reports
covering topics such as international and technical exchange. There is also a
section outlining how individual trainees have assisted their host local

governments implement policy and solve pressing issues within Japan

We hope this booklet proves useful both for the trainees’ home countries and for

local governments who are considering inviting trainees to Japan

We extend our deepest gratitude to all local government officials and other

individuals whose efforts make this program possible.
July 2015
International Cooperation and Economic Relations Division

Department of International Exchange, Cooperation and Economic Relations

Council of Local Authorities for International Relations
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