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SAnon 6eMOepHUiiH Ayy IyypauTax o
Munkhbayar Bayanbat

I'sHaTHItH yupan

ApBaan XuluidH eMHe SImoHx cypu Oaiixjaa oM jgar.
CaHaaHATYH HAT CYMHUWH Xaxyyraap siBx Oaiitan 06eH XYH
nyriacad 6aiiB. COHMYY 3aHAaa XOTIeTrIeH OWPTOX OYBOI,
STHYYJIPH TaBbCaH TOM >KMXKHI SIIOH OeMOep 0JK Xapjar oM
Oaiina.

AHX ynaa anoH 6emOep xap:x Oaiiraa Tys raiixaH X3c¢ar
30rcok Oairan, yjacaH 4 yryi TOJTOHm00 amdyyp 3aHTHIAX,
Xamnnd HOMPOT OMCCOH IPATTIH IMITTIH XYMYYC rapd UpdIH
TOTJIOJNT Y HXAJLIII.

“IlaaaH, nana, nagaaan!”

Houconnoo yynra anpguuxas. TUiM TOM AyyTail TIxk sax
M373X B3. Lloumnx raiixampaxslH 32p3TU33 LI3KHUNH T'YHI
XYHI9HIX TOM JyyT' COHCOOJ| T3P IXUIH apraryii MapaMkK TOpiK,
HOT MYJIPXHI) I'ap XOJ MUHb ©0PHIH 3PXTYH XO1eJDK, OYKUTINK
Oaiix Hb T9p. SAMOH OYXKUI MAIPXTYH MUHUI XOJOITe6H MAIIK
Xa4yuH 1 xaparacaH Oaiix. XyMyycHiH raixmmupcaH Xapibir
M3I3p4 OalicaH 4 IOYH TOOX MaHaTail 0OJITI00 OHOeeX AYYHJ
X3JIMIAHD TYH TYH3THH Tartarjican 0alcaH oM.

Wurask Ou anx simoH 6emM0epTait yunpcaH Ouid?.

I'yyp Gosoxsir xycHd, 6u

DX opoHa00 Oynax upa3da SAnoH YIiCeH DIYUH cailiblH
slaMaHJl OJIOH HUMTTAH Xapuilax, COENbIH acyy/UIbll XapuylaH
aKMJ1aXK, SIMOH OPHBI TajllaapX MOHIOJYYYJABIH OHITrONIT,
MDJUIITUIAT ynaMm Oyp T'YH3THHPYYJIDX QXKJIbII MOXOC Ya/UlbIHXaa
XUP33p XUUISHTYIUISH TYHIPTrK Oalican 0TI,

SINOH KMHOT PHTUHH Yy33T4Ad] 30pUYyJIaH AYYH
opuyyJiraTtairaap, SrnoH XdJ Cypaiuarcaaj 30puyJiaH Xaamal
OMUI H opuyyiraraiiraap YH? Tea0epryi raprax, yaupaia TyTMbIH
COHMH X3BIYYJI?X, SIMOHBI ynamkiant 00J0H OpYMH YEHiH coén
YpJIaruir cyprarduial Xapuinaar eprexyysdx Tepes Oypuitn
apra X3M>K»3T 30XHOH Oaliryymnaxas oponiox Oaiis.

AJb HAIH YJICBIH COEBIT TAHWILLYYJIHA TH/9T, rajjaajl XoIHUN
MaTepUabIT ajiBaa XdJ1 PYYy XOPBYYJIIX, SIPUX TOAMN 3yia OuIu
00JI0XBIT 9H? OyX XyramaaHa M3J3pCciH. DHD Hb TyXaiH YJICHIH
COGJIBIT XYHITIIXUIH callyy @epHiiH COENbIT yiaaM Oyp TYH3rHi
OFJITOH, TAaHUH MDYJI9K, 00PTOO XOCIYYyJaH ysUIayylaxX UAIBX
3yTrauITai 6aiix XaparTai 1M I3ATUHT OMITOCOoH.

SlmoH Yic MUHUN €PTOHLMUT Xapax LOHXBIT HATIIP HIMOH
HOICOH uyXaj OpoH. THIIMA, 9HY OpHBI COENBIT CypTaTdniIax
XM Tap OMe OpOJILICOHN00 TYHIbIH Oasprail OGalnar. Axiaa
TCYHIPTraK Oaiix siBuaz 6u Xo€p yJCHIH COENBIH Xapuiilaa epHeXx
3aM rapl, XapuilaH OMJITONIUIBIT TYH3THUPYYIdX TYYp OaiXbIr
HX3J1 XYCIX OOJICOH TyJ1 XOEp YIJICHIH X3 sipuar TOAUNTYH COENBIH
Tayaap WIyYy r'YH3THHPYYJIOH cypax 00JCOoH.

Xycoan mepeenen MUHb uiiM Oaiican 6omoxoop JET
XOTOJIOOPUITH 3apbIl Xapaall TOPK ©CCOH X OPHBIX0O TyXai,
MOHTOJI COEJBIH TyXail TaHWMIIyyJlax a3 3aBLIaaH TOXMOCOH]
JIOTI0JICOH.

MustakoHOK00 XOTO

JET xertenbGept THHIAH MOHToa YJICBIH HHUHCIAI
VYnaanbaarap XoTTOW HaiipamaaiT xapuinaataii MusakoHOXK00
XOTOJI TOMUJIOTAOH MPCIH. MpaxuiiH ypa, eMHe axuuiax Oaiican
XYHHUH sippa, HTHTEPHAT33C OJICOH M333JU133¢ Musa3akuruiiH
TyXail @epHUiiH I'3CIH TecoenonTdi 0oicoH Oaitnaa. I'acaH x3auii
4, Kroymryy apanm aux upsk Oaiiraa ra 0010X00p TICIH SAaK
OHT'OIIHBI IIOHXO0Op XapTajl MUHUN TOCOOJUIMIT X3PHTI) JaBaH
rapcaH HOMHH LIPHXIP TOHTUC TSUITraHaX OaiX Hb T3p. OHrOIHBI
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Oyymslaac rapTajl 99H IIapax Hap, THAICOH Jaj MOJ, COBIIDI
CaJIXMHBI asicaap UPIX LPLATCHIH YHIPUIT MaIpaH Musazakua ou
aHXHBI Xapuaap aypiacaH. Miim caiixan raszap 0aiix TaapcaH Hb
YHDX29p a3Taif Xopor.

MHus1aKOHOK00 XOT MOJI HOTOOPCOH, caiixaH OaifranTail raszap.
Mamnaap aaxaH siBaxaj J1 SIMoHBI anjapTaid 3yyH XYpXpaoHHHA
HOr 60s10x COKMHO-0 XYpPXpI?d, AapxaH mnaazat Kupummmaruiin
HYpPYY T33]J Y33CT3JI9HT OaliralblH araap aMbCrajk OOJHO.
XyMyyc Hb Haiipcar, TOAHMI APUX MHUAAKOHOK0O0 asira 1yy
MOT STIHUMIYHY. ['yIaMXUHA TaapcaH XyH OOJITOH DeNaraip
MaHAuMIHY. HaliMan HacTaii Ganuupaac HasH HacTail Oyypaii
XYPTAJI sIH3 OYpHIHH HAaCHBI XYMYYCTAH YyJI3ax siBax/aa dHIIXUHH
XYMYYCHIH 3JI9TCOT AOTHBIT MAIIIPAAT. HoroH mart HyTruiiH
XYMYYCHIH 3H3 caiiXaH COTIOJIMHH auMiT XapHyJiax caH.

Men MusakoHox00 Hb SNOH ylic gasap raixyynax max
yiaB3pasry Oyc HyTar oM. XapamcaiaTall Hb @HTOPCOH JKHII
MaJiblH 0OOM ©BYMH 33p3T IaMILUT TOXHOJIIOH, Tap3 yupyyJicaH
4, HUATAM TAp asiapaa HAr/»K, Oyrad3pad Xyusd HHIIYYISH yp.I
X0XKuA Oalraaryi OdpXUIdIIHIT 1aBaH TyyJDK rapca. DHd OyxX
XYY XOAOJIMOP, 3B HATIAI, CITIII HUUINIL AIPIIIdX XYHIID
4 @TOMI'YH caiixaH aMTTail MHUsSaKOHOXXOOTHHH MaX, MaxaH
OYTIIrIDXYYHHUIT ynam raiixanrait 6oiaroo 6omnoB yy. Maxaun
JlypTaif MOHIOJI XYHJ] YYH?9C WIIYY caiixaH Hexues OYpACIH OpuuH
K oy Oaix omad».

MoHromn XyyXayyAs ra3pail XYprax I3coH caiixaH COTrUIuiH
yraac Oairyynarjacan “MOHroJ CaJXUH CIHC, TOXOOPOMINK
0373r13X X01000”-HBI YIJI @Xularaa Hb XaMTapcaH Cy/anraa,
yJMaap XOT XOOPOHJ HallpaMJajiT Xapuilaa TOrTOOX XYPTAJ
OPreMUH HAIBXIKCIHI CITIAII YIIMK XOJOJICOH. XYMYYHIITHIH
canbapaap 30TCOXTY#, CYY CYYH OYTI3TA3XYYHHUH amIUIT
OaxkTepuiiH cyjanraa TEXHOJIOTH, SpJI3M IIHHKUITIIHUNA Tepel
OypuiiH canbapT xapuiiiaa XerKiwk Oaiiraas 6aspraii OaiiHa.

Haammua Ynaanbaatap xor 0010H MUsSaKOHOKOO XOTBIH
XOOPOH/I0X HalipaMJIaJIT Xapuiiaa yiaaM Oyp XeI’KHH IPLAIIIX
HOIBH YHJIAC S3TYYp OalXbIr XHMUY9H QXKMIIaxX OOJHO.

OliH cymJ1 JaXHH yyJI3CaH Hb

ToMuIOrAOH UP33] yaaaryit Oaiix/1aa HAT ©/16p a)JIbIHXaa
xyHuir parad Llymakupumuma cymuita “Yetrepuiin mar*”-aap
rapiaa. OiH JAyHJaX aHUP YUMA3TYH 9HD CYMJ COTTIIJ JOTHO
3YHITOH AaxuH yuupcaH oM. “ProoyxuH naiiko” simon 6emoepuitn
XaMTJIarniHXaH Jacraj Xuibk 0aix Hb Top. Xyy4HH Jypcamx
MHHB COPI3H, TOTJIOK Y3IXMHUI Xycid3. MUHMI XYCAOJITHHT yT
XaMTIaruiHXaH Hallp TaBMH XYJI?9H aBCHAap aHX yJaa sKMHXOHD
AI0H 6eMOepT rap Xypd y3C3H IOM.

©epee 1OXHCOH aHXHbI 0OMOOPHIH ayy ST J1 apBaH >KUIMHH
OMHOX IIUI XaMar Oue, COTTANHHH T'YH PYY, yl1aM T'YH PYY
JOJTHJIOH OPOX M3T CaHArax OWiIdd.

TyyH23¢ X0HI yr XamMTiarT 3JICOH OpPXK, YPIIJIKIYYIdH
jJacrai Xuicadp Oaiiraa. ['ap AyypaH L3BPYY, aHXHBI TOTJIOJT
J33p33 LOXUYpaa alfax yHaracaH ra3J Xertail 3yiln ux u, sH»?
Oyra MuHuMIT calixaH JlypcaMiKHITH HAT raplaaryi MeH.

OZOT TIHIIPIIP A3IBIPIICIH OHH MOIHBI AYH] AIOH
06MOOpHIH ATIIUIT CITIAIT 3YPX MUHB XOrJIeraceep 06aix 6us »3.

* “YeTrepuifH maT”-bII' 46TIOp HAI' MIOHUHH TOTOP XUHCOH
raJ3r AOMOITOH 6a martaap ercex Jyycranaa apari 3prax
xXapaxryi 0aiK daaBai Xycas OUENIdT FOM IHD J193.
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Seeds of Inspiration Grow from the JET Programme

Essay

Recently, I was asked: ‘Has the JET Programme actually
improved Japanese people’s English?” The interested party stood
all agog, waiting for me to reel out the numerical statistics and
indisputable proof. How could I answer this seemingly simple,
yet curiously complicated question? I believe that the benefits of
the JET Programme run deep, but are far from straightforward.
Sure, I remember the real, tangible breakthroughs when
pupils realised that yes, they could speak English! There was
great satisfaction in getting out all the vocabulary flashcards
and colourful pictures for topics we’d covered in a year and
plastering the whole blackboard with so many words and images
students could really describe and discuss in English. But
which snowflake is responsible for an avalanche? When does
a tiny acorn become a mighty oak? I believe that what the JET
Programme truly excels at is planting the seeds of possibility in
impressionable minds.

Those minds, I might add, are not only those of the Japanese
students, both young and old, that JETs encounter in Japan. The
JET Programme, of course, also provides incredible experiences
and instils a unique mindset in those privileged enough to take
part as ALTs or CIRs. Participants return to their home countries
forever changed by their time in Japan - forever to be champions
of all that is Japan amongst their friends, family and co-workers.

Everything I do now stems from my time in Japan. My JET
years involved a steep learning curve, which totally changed
the course of my life. I can’t believe that’s it’s been 11 years
since I was first getting ready to set off on my journey. Perhaps
I now have a tendency to romanticise my time in Japan. After
all, the people at my host institution were incredibly kind to me,
welcoming me with enkai parties and introductions to teachers
and city hall staff. There was plenty of riding through frosty rice
fields, my mama-chari bicycle laden with teaching materials.
I rode through steamy rainstorms and past forests of whirring
cicadas. I took part in festivals; I harvested rice. I was awed
by temples in Kyoto, and frightened by monkeys in Nikko. I
gained confidence, organisational skills and independence. But
the more profound meaning of the life lessons I learned in Japan
took some time for me to recognise.

The true life lessons are in an expanded worldview. An
expanded way of thinking. We all tend to think of the world in
certain ways that we believe are based on reality as it is. But
when we travel, we realise that our ways of thinking are indeed
firmly rooted in our societal norms. But if we can take the best
thinking from more than one culture, we are so much richer
for it. We have more flexibility in how we see the world. An
elegantly simple illustration of this is seen in a TED lecture by
Derek Sivers entitled: “Weird or just different?” He compares the
Japanese way of naming areas according to blocks in contrast
to the Western way of naming the streets that run through areas.
Which is correct? Both, of course. His conclusion: the opposite
to what you think is true may also be equally true...

Since returning to the UK I have taken on a role to

Vanessa Villalobos

deepen links between the UK and Japan. My tutoring agency
IsshoniLondon.co.uk connects students and tutors of English.
Tutoring is a wonderful way of both achieving language
learning goals and of forming long-lasting friendships. Further
to that, my website JapaneseLondon.com’s mission is to be the
central hub for all Japan-related happenings, people & places in
London.? Most people’s reactions to the website have been ‘Why
didn’t this exist already?’ which I think is a good sign!

A major challenge I have taken on just recently is as Project
Manager for the Japan Arena team. We are planning a national
centre for Japanese culture and creativity in central London.
Why? We are passionate about sharing the benefits we have
received from our contact with Japan. London needs a physical
space, a hub, where Japanese culture can be showcased and
inclusive meetings to benefit all can be arranged. The wider UK
society can also benefit from exposure to martial arts, traditional
arts and crafts such as calligraphy and flower arranging, as well
as countless other activities, which will be arranged around the
heart of the community centre - a dojo.

It seems to me that the Tohoku tsunami has added more
even momentum to the need to set up the Japan Arena now.? It
is an important time to promote Japan in the UK.? Fewer people
are travelling to Japan as tourists, and some people are worried
about even buying Japanese products.? With Japan currently in
the public eye (and heart) now is the time to offer Japan not only
short-term financial aid to recovery in the form of donations, but
also long-term aid in the form of promotion of Japanese culture,
creativity, business and tourism.

I hope that I have here been able to share some sense of the
intangible benefits that I, and countless others, have received
from participating in the JET Programme. I am working to
pay back Japan for all I gained! I understand that recently the
JET Programme has been under scrutiny - as it is so difficult
to quantify and pin down the precise results. Especially in the
current economic climate, it is important to search for how to
represent the tangible benefits, something I know CLAIR has
been working towards. Likewise, New York based ex-JET and
founder of JETWIT.com, Steven Horowitz, has been attempting
to do that with useful projects such as: ‘How much tourism
revenue has JET generated for Japan?’ As well as his ‘JET ROI
- Return on Investment’ posts section. Personally, I believe the
JET Programme encourages sustained interest in this wonderful
country and all it has to offer!

The seeds of possibility planted in my mind in Japan have
led me to pursue a path of cultural exchange and fostering
communication between the UK and Japan. The energetic
children of Tochigi that I was so privileged to share three years
with will now be all grown up! I hope that for some of them,
their ALT’s encouragement of their English language learning
will have grown into a strong and substantial interest not only in
English language learning, but also in international affairs and
connection - a mighty oak. EE

ERAEE LT A —> L Juy 2011 29





